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Philosophy and Leave tree considerations

Had a “Remove or Pay” approach in the past
• To encourage utilization of the Crown timber 

resource

Recently moved to a “Take or Pay” approach
• To move to a more market based approach to 

valuation

• Licencee can extract any log of value

• BUT – what they leave (of value) they pay for

• Includes any standing trees not designated as 
reserves for specific objectives



Philosophy and Leave tree considerations



What is the process?

The Cruise estimates a netdown of merch volume 
from standing timber

Cruise compilation

Site Plan

Cruised Net Volume = 29867 m3

Factored Net Volume to Harvest = 28670 m3

• Difference = 1197 m3 

(4% retention – dispersed.)



How was the estimate of netdown 
accomplished?

The Site Plan informs the Cruise for leave trees

• The Cruise can only use one 
number – midpoint of range? 

• IS A BEST GUESS AT 
STANDING VOLUME

Cruise compilation

• The SP often specifies a leave 
tree range - where management 
objectives can still be attained.

• Need to allow flexibility for 
harvesting logistics

Site Plan



Waste Assessment

Licensees – use a licensed wasted assessor
Sample:

• Individual cutblock or several (aggregate reporting unit)

• Three potential subsamples:

• Accumulated waste – landings & roadside

• Dispersed

• Standing trees



Waste Assessment – Standing Leave Trees

Ocular Estimates often used
• ALL Leave trees estimated by 

volume class (based on ht and dbh)

• Assessor may roughly stratify by 
grade

• Clumps – may estimate ave volume 
& size

• Final standing volume tally –
compared to cruise netdown factor



Waste Report Submitted to District

If Ocular volume estimate > than Cruise estimate

• The excess volume is reported as waste

• Generally reported in the lowest 
possible grade tallied.

• Billing by grade – 12 month ave. 
stumpage rates.

• Pertaining to the timber mark 

• Grade X and better on Coast

A full measured survey can be 
requested – by licensee or District



Concerns…

LICENCEES:

1. Is there a problem linking a reasonable netdown back to 
the Site Plan?

2. Does the potential for a waste billing adversely impact 
leave tree prescriptions?

3. Other Concerns?

MINISTRY STAFF:

1. Any concerns?
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